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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Helping your child to read
We know from established research that the best approach to reading instruction incorporates:





Explicit instruction in phonemic awareness
Systematic phonics instruction
Methods to improve fluency
Ways to enhance comprehension

If you are looking for ways to help your child develop their reading here are some techniques that we use at
school. Our teachers and support staff combine techniques that are known to be effective for teaching children to
read:
 Phonemic awareness—the knowledge that spoken words can be broken apart into smaller segments of sound
known as phonemes. Children who are read to at home—especially material that rhymes—often develop the
basis of phonemic awareness. Children who are not read to will probably need to be taught that words can be
broken apart into smaller sounds.
 Phonics—the knowledge that letters of the alphabet represent phonemes and that these sounds are blended
together to form written words. Readers who are skilled in phonics can sound out words they haven't seen
before, without first having to memorise them.
 Fluency—the ability to recognize words easily, read with greater speed, accuracy, and expression, and better
understand what is read. Children gain fluency by practicing reading until the process becomes automatic;
guided oral repeated reading is one approach to helping children become fluent readers.
 Guided oral reading—reading out loud while getting guidance and feedback from skilled readers. The
combination of practice and feedback promotes reading fluency
 Teaching vocabulary words—teaching new words, either as they appear in text or by introducing new words
separately. This type of instruction also aids reading ability.
 Reading comprehension strategies—techniques for helping individuals to understand what they read. Such
techniques involve having students summarize what they've read to gain a better understanding of the material.
HAVE FUN WITH THE READING. Very little learning will happen without some fun along the way.

Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Melville
Principal

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram

We would like to acknowledge the Noongar people who are the Traditional Custodians of this land. We would
also like to pay respect to the Elders past and present of the Noongar nation and extend that respect to other
Indigenous Australians who are or may be present.

Swimming Lessons

Merit Awards

Monday 16 March swimming lessons
commence.
The bus leaves school at 9:00 sharp to arrive at the pool for a
9:20 lesson. Any child arriving late will miss that day’s
lessons.
Please:

Make sure children come to school wearing bathers under
their uniform.

Ensure that each child has a plastic bag to hold their dry
clothes and later the wet towel and bathers.

Children will dress again when they arrive back at school.

Merit Certificate recipients
this weeks assembly are:

Malcolm Riley
Renado Riley
Quaid Eades
Temeka Kickett
Lenessa Hart
Robert Roman
Beteli Nyangara
Abdul Abdelrahim
Taleeya Cole
The cost for the week is $37.00. Payments can be made now Zayne Kickett
and Mrs Hart is prepared to manage part payments where Shakeeda Eades
Brendon Flatfoot
necessary.
Well done everyone!

Southwell Happenings
Week 2— Welcome Back BBQ.
A great breakfast and many thanks
to all involved with preparations.

Congratulations to Sarah
Stapleton. Miss Liz had the
pleasure of witnessing
Ms Stapleton become a
Deacon.

Southwell Educators
Although many factors influence outcomes for learners, the biggest in-school influence on student outcomes
is the quality of the teaching in the classroom. We know that the better the teaching, the better the outcomes
for all learners. At Southwell, we know we have good teaching, and more can be done to identify, promote
and leverage the expertise of this teaching.
For Southwell teachers, improving outcomes for learners, sharing their expertise with colleagues and
committing to continued professional growth can be found at the core of their professional practice.
Our school Principal is a trained assessor of the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers and Miss Liz
will be out on Thursday afternoon to ensure her skills are up to date. We look forward to her report to staff
on how our teaching can go beyond the immediate learning environment so we share our expertise with
colleagues and peers to improve outcomes for all learners.

Every Child
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Every Day

A note from the Community Health Nurse
Welcome to the new school year. My name is Melanie Rodrigues and I am the Community
Health Nurse who visits your school.
Community Health Nurses work in schools to promote healthy development and wellbeing
so students may reach their full potential. A major part of my work is focused on early
intervention and the School Entry Health Assessment program.
Community Health Nurses serve as a health contact point for children and their families,
providing information, assessment, health counselling and referral. The services provided are
free and confidential.

If you have a concern about your child’s health or development, please contact me on
9314 0100.
Scoliosis
A brochure on Scoliosis has been distributed to all Year 6 students. Please read through the
information provided and check your child for scoliosis as described in the leaflet. If you
have any concerns, please contact your General Practitioner.
Scoliosis is an abnormal sideways curvature of the spine. It can be detected by a simple
examination of the back.
Colour blindness
A brochure on colour blindness has been distributed to all Pre Primary students. If you have
any concerns, colour vision testing can be performed by some General Practitioners, Eye
specialists or Optometrists.
For more information please see the Colour Blind Awareness and Support Group on
http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/~doverton/
Dates To Remember
16/3/20
2/3/20
5/3/20
11/3/20
16/3//20
1/4/20
9/4/20
10/4//20
27/4/20
28/4/20

Swimming lessons begin
Labour Day Holiday
Math Day
Assembly 2pm.
Swimming this whole week
Assembly 2pm.
Last day of Term 1.
Good Friday. (School holidays)
ANZAC Day public holiday
Term 2 School resumes (Tuesday)
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FREE PARENTING SEMINARS

You are invited to attend the Triple P Seminar Series. You will learn practical,
positive and effective ways to deal with common behavioural problems and
ways to help your child achieve their best at school and in the future.
Parents are encouraged to attend all 3 seminars:
1. Children's behaviour - the tough part of parenting
2. Raising Confident Children
3. Raising Emotionally Resilient
Children
The next FREE 3 week Series is held:
When:
Location:
RSVP:

Starting Wed 26 Feb 2020
Coolbellup Community Hub
Bookings are essential and places are
limited.

Please visit healthywa.wa.gov.au/parentgroups to book your
place.
To find other available programs visit our website
www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/parentgroups
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